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Paul Owens, Senior Pastor
Being the Church at this time
These current weeks with the Corona virus afoot will seem long – especially as we find ourselves stuck at home and having to deal with ourselves! But these days are actually a very,
very brief time…only several weeks within the span of history. “This, too, shall pass… and
there is nothing new under the sun.” (Ecclesiastes 1).
During these weeks, we may all realize again how foundational the family, the home is. An
“estate” is a standing in life; a position from which you can be of service. Of the three
“estates” – marriage/family, the state, the church – the family is the first one that the Lord
established. God’s plan is that the family be the center of gravity for faith, not the church building.
The church has never been a building. We are God’s people, “living stones,” gathered by the Holy Spirit where the
Word is preached and the sacraments (baptism & the Lord’s Supper) delivered according to the Gospel. (Augsburg
Confession, Art. VII)
As Christ’s church, let’s do all we can to deliver the Word and sacraments for and through the family, the first estate.
We will be praying (for one another, for our neighbors, including government officials and other leaders) and using the
internet not to replace our regular gathering, but to deliver lots of content and support during this brief time when we
won’t be gathering as a whole congregation.
In this brief time, let’s simply speak of and be Christ’s church… and let’s deliver the Word online, over the phone and
in person for each other as much as we can. Certainly, we will not be able to gather in our customary numbers and
place, but that doesn’t change the truth of who we are as Christ’s body. The Holy Spirit will still see to it that among
us the Word and sacraments will be delivered during this brief time.
It is a great time to be the church; in the words of scripture and the beloved hymn, let’s operate from our one and only
foundation: Jesus Christ our Lord.
Your brother in Christ,
Pastor Paul

Tex Brown, President
We are in VERY difficult times across the globe and our own nation. But God is in control and we
should never lose hope even if we don't understand all that is happening around us. The COVID-19
pandemic is taking much of our time and energy and has affected even our own congregational
life. Your Church Council made some very difficult decisions about our church life and gatherings. Hopefully we will only be in temporary conditions until the outbreak passes. As I write this
we have NO cases of virus in our church or even in our city, but care and caution need to be observed and taken, thus the decision to limit the social interaction with each other. Prayers need to
be lifted up for our leaders, our country, our medical folks, military and first responders as they
continue to serve us and keep us safe. As we each find ourselves more and more at home and with
family take the time to open God's word and study it together. Be observant of your neighbor and
show the love of Christ when you are able. A time of trial and tribulation is when God's people should shine His
light. There are many all around us who do not know Jesus as Lord and Savior and what a better time than this to sing
and show "This Little Light of Mine". So be a beacon for God's love when possible and pray unceasing.
As a Christ-centered, Gospel-driven Congregation, we are called by our Lord Jesus to go and make disciples
of all nations. We will be a congregation that engages people in order to help families follow Jesus.
* Promote a culture of family … supporting home prayer & Bible study with parents as key teachers
* Increase our outreach and mission presence outside our walls* Strive for excellence in spiritual leadership
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Chip Reynolds, Pastor
Greetings from the land of plentiful sun,
So, it creeped up into the 90’s this week. And when I say creeped, I mean like a bulldozer. Everything seemed to just radiate heat. It’s a good thing we are practicing social distancing here because I am afraid that if we got within 6 feet of each other we
would just start melting. It might not be that bad but this is just the start of the temperature rise.
We are not immune to the craziness of COVID-19 as we have already put in safety
protocols with more to come to try to stem the disease from getting to us. Mind you, we have plenty of toilet paper but
this is draining on folks as you can imagine. We are trying to find ways to mitigate the craziness but volleyball with
six-foot social distances on all sides really makes it challenging to get a good game going.
As I watch the news and social media traffic back home, I know that there are a lot of people that are going to struggle
over the coming months from the effects of this pandemic on our society. But the truth is we have an opportunity to
really live in the hope of Jesus and we must if we are going to be a witness to the world around us.
In Bible Study this week, we talked about the Sadducees coming to Jesus with an absurd question in an effort to trip
him up. It didn’t work of course but what I noticed (again) was how earthly minded we constantly are. After Jesus
tells them point blank that they are wrong, he turns their question from humanity and points it back to God. That is
where we need to be.
In this time of craziness, turn people toward God. The church should always do this but now more than ever. Show
the fruits of our faith to the world. Let them experience what we truly believe through our actions. Find ways to be a
neighbor and love on those around you all the while pointing them to Christ through action. When the heat is on, you
must be that much more committed to what you believe and how you live it.
Stay safe, wash hands, love God and love people.
In His hands,
PC

Love for Pastor Chip…
The Crafting Christians have taken up a temporary slogan:
“Give me Jesus and a Paint Brush!” With that in mind,
we went to work responding to a request from Pastor
Chip. It seems his “chapel” was blah and unappealing. So, he requested banners to brighten up the
place. Our response to the call? Paint two big banners on
paint drop cloths that had been hemmed and loops added
for hanging. It is our prayer that those who look on them
are drawn closer to the Lord.

The Quilters were also asked to sew a couple of quilts for
Pastor Chip to use as wall hangings in his Chapel. We
were unable to get photos of the quilts before they were
shipped off.
However, we have heard back from Pastor Chip that he
has received them and he and the troops love them!
These are photos taken of the beautiful wall hangings now
in his Chapel located across the globe.
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Welcome to our New Disciples
Picture
not
available
April Brown

Bonnie Eggleston

Bradley & Diane Ruesing

Jack & Stephanie Leedy

Debra Meggett

Justin, Shelly
& Rhett Spillman

Danny & Phyllis Neumann

Kenneth & Joyce Voss

Preschool Ministry
Thank you SPLC for supporting the Preschool Ministry. The Preschool is
considered an “Essential Business” during an emergency. We have parents
that have been so thankful we continue to stay open and support families
through this challenging time. It has been a truly challenging time with
changes to procedures, extra extra handwashing, minimizing class size and
taking everyone’s temperature twice a day. The staff and teachers have
been true heroes! They are adjusting to almost daily guidelines from the
US Government, State of Texas and even today, from the City of New
Braunfels. The teachers and staff come to work with a glad heart each
morning and create engaging lessons for the children. They are teaching
our little ones to put their trust in God. God is good all the time! Thank you
again, St. Paul Lutheran Church Congregation for supporting this important outreach in the community.
Playing outside and garden maintenance!

Giving
Giving is an act of worship. The opportunity to help our neighbors and those affected by this crisis will increase and
we want to be there to show the LOVE of Christ. So please continue to give and even consider increasing your giving. Your regular offering not only puts your heart where it belongs, it helps LOTS of people locally (SOS Foodbank,
Salvation Army, Family Promise), state-wide, nationally (seminary, publishing, mission work), and globally through
our frontline missionaries in Mongolia, Mexico, Iraq, Cambodia, and elsewhere. Now is a great time to help families
follow Jesus and your offering does exactly that. Our restricted and designated funds (St. Martin’s, Building Fund,
Matthew 25) are all in good shape financially so the council has temporarily closed giving to those specific funds. For
your convenience, we have provided you with a self-addressed stamped envelope. Thank you for your generosity!
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The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap
bountifully. 7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all
times, you may abound in every good work. - 2 Corinthians 9:6-8

For current events and information, please visit www.nbstpaul.org.
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Senior Pastor - Rev. Paul Owens - pastorpaul@nbstpaul.org
Pastor - Rev. Chip Reynolds - currently deployed until November 2020

April 2020

Executive Director of Operations & Preschool - Michelle Rivera - michelle@nbstpaul.org
Communications Coordinator - Jennifer Burrows - jennifer@nbstpaul.org
Bookkeeper/Controller - Stacy Garcia - stacy@nbstpaul.org
Director of Music & Creative Arts - Jody Noblett - jody@nbstpaul.org
F3 Ministry Manager - Kimberly Wunderlich - Kimberly@nbstpaul.org
Organist - Ann Brown - annb003@aol.com
Staff - Alison Setser - alison@nbstpaul.org
Staff - Jo Schomberg - jo@nbstpaul.org
Multi-Media Staff - Lorrie Cook - lorrie@nbstpaul.org

CHURCH OFFICE (830) 625-9191
PRESCHOOL (830) 625-2044
FAX (830) 620-7715
www.nbstpaul.org

During the time our face-to-face church services are suspended, please join us Sunday mornings
on Face Book for worship at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. being streamed live.

777 W. San Antonio St.
NEW BRAUNFELS, TX
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